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It is estimated that U.S. citizens annually
adopt as many children from abroad as all
other countries combined (13,621 children
in Fiscal Year 1997). The Convention is in-
tended to ensure that intercountry adoptions
take place in the best interests of the children
and parents involved, and to establish a sys-
tem of cooperation among Contracting States
to prevent abduction of, and trafficking in
children. We have worked closely with U.S.
adoption interests and the legal community
in negotiating the provisions of the Conven-
tion and in preparing the necessary imple-
menting legislation.

I recommend that the Senate give its ad-
vice and consent to ratification of this Con-
vention, subject to the declaration described
in the accompanying report of the Depart-
ment of State.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 11, 1998.

Statement on the Wrongful
Internment of Latin Americans of
Japanese Descent
June 12, 1998

I am pleased that the Department of Jus-
tice has reached a settlement that will com-
pensate Latin Americans of Japanese ances-
try for their wrongful internment during
World War II. The United States Govern-
ment forcibly brought these individuals to
the United States from their homes in Latin
America during the war and interned them
with U.S. citizens and permanent residents
of Japanese ancestry.

Through the Civil Liberties Act of 1988,
our Nation offered redress to U.S. citizens
and permanent residents who suffered seri-
ous injustice. This settlement addresses the
injustice endured by Japanese Latin Ameri-
cans who were interned.

Payments for this settlement will come
from the fund established by the Civil Lib-
erties Act. If the fund proves insufficient, I
will work with the Congress to enact legisla-
tion appropriating the necessary resources to
ensure that all eligible claimants can obtain
the compensation provided by this settle-
ment.

Proclamation 7105—Flag Day and
National Flag Week, 1998
June 12, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our country has undergone enormous

change since the Continental Congress first
adopted the Stars and Stripes as the official
Flag of the United States of America in 1777.
The new country that struggled for 7 long
years to win independence from Great Brit-
ain is today the most powerful Nation on
Earth. The 13 original colonies huddled close
to the Atlantic coast of North America have
grown into 50 States, stretching across the
continent to the Pacific coast and beyond.
From a population of less than 3 million, we
have grown to more than 269 million people
whose differences in race, religion, cultural
traditions, and ethnic background have made
us one of the most diverse countries in the
world.

Throughout these two centuries of re-
markable growth and change, the Stars and
Stripes has remained the proud symbol of
our fundamental unity. Across the genera-
tions, our flag has united Americans in the
quest for freedom and peace. Our soldiers
first followed it into battle at Brandywine in
1777, and today our Armed Forces carry it
on peacekeeping and humanitarian missions
around the globe. The American flag accom-
panied Lewis and Clark on their historic
journey of exploration in the early 19th cen-
tury, and last year Pathfinder carried the
image of the Stars and Stripes to the distant
landscape of Mars. In schoolyards, on public
buildings, and displayed on the front porches
of homes across America, our flag is an en-
during reminder of the hopes, dreams, and
values we all share as Americans, and of the
sacrifices so many have made to keep it flying
above a Nation that is strong, secure, and
free.

Like America, our flag was fashioned to
accommodate change without altering its
fundamental design. The red and white
stripes have remained constant, reminding us
of our roots in the 13 colonies. The white
stars on a field of blue, shifting in pattern
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